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do we find two of them established on equal terms in the same
country.    It is only in China that we find two mighty religious
potentates such as Confucius and Buddha reigning with co-
ordinate  authority over one nation, and their ritual mingled
with the adoration of the miscellaneous primitive  divinities,
who have elsewhere been usually extirpated,  subdued, or re-
lined and educated up to the level of the higher and paramount
religious conceptions. For, although the Chinese religions seem
to have modified each other externally, and to have interchanged
some colouring ideas, no kind of amalgamation into one spiri-
tual kingdom, appears to have ensued; It is at most a federation
of independent faiths united under the secular empire* Whereas
in other countries the chief religion is one, but the interpre-
tations of it are many, so that the" faith is a moral system, a
mysterious revelation, or a   simple form of propitiating  the
supernatural,   according to each   man's feelings or habits   of
thought:   in China afman may go to different religions for
specialties of various sides or phases of belief.     Confucianism
gives the high intellectual morality, fortified by retrospective
adoration of the great and wise teachers of mankind, and based
on family affections and duties, but offering no promises to be
fulfilled after death, except the hope of posthumous memorial
veneration.    Buddhism gives metaphysical religion of infinite
depth, with   its   moral precepts enforced  by the doctrine of
reward   or   punishment,   according   to   merits   or  demerits,
acting    upon  the  immaterial   soul   in  its   passage   through
numberless stages of existence.    It contributes imposing cere-
monial   observances, the  institution, of  monasticisrn, and  a
grand array of images and personified attributes for worship
by  simple   folk  who   have   immediate   material   needs   or
grievances.    Buddha himself, having passed beyond the circle
of sensation, is inaccessible to prayer, yet out of-, pity for men
he has left within the universe certain disciples who, albeit -
qualified for Nirvana, have consented to delay for a time their
vanishing  into   nothingness,  in   order that they may still
advise and aid struggling  humanity.      Both Confucius  and
Buddha seem rather to have despised than denied the ordinary
popular deities, and to have refrained, out of pity for weaker
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